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Book reviews 377papillomavirus and cellular proteins (pRb and p53). Several
protocols are presented to look at transformation, regulation
of transcription, and the induction of apoptosis. There are
many chapters on the propagation of human papillomavirus,
establishing keratinocyte cell lines and using the Xenograft
severe combined immunodeficiency mouse model. Also
includedare techniques thatdescribe thegenerationofhuman
papillomavirus pseudovirons for use as gene transfer vectors
and as vehicles for vaccines.
The editors have brought together contributions from
leading basic researchers and clinical scientists to make it
a comprehensive source of information on all aspects of
human papillomavirus research. This book would be useful
for research laboratories practising basic science and clinical
laboratories involved in cancer research.
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The goal of this book is to be a concise clinical reference that
facilitates the diagnosis of intrauterine and perinatally
acquired infections. The initial chapters (‘The tools of diag-
nosis’) provide general information about the serological and
non-serological assays that are used for the diagnosis of
infections and include a specific chapter on the placenta.
The remainder of the book is devoted to the diagnosis of 22
specific congenital or perinatally acquired infections, ranging
from the rare (lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus, Epstein—
Barr virus) to the more common (group B streptococcus,
cytomegalovirus (CMV), HIV). With one exception (South
Africa) all the authors are from North America, and while
they are indeed an authoritative group, it means that refer-
ence is often made to US bodies such as the CDC (Centers for
the Disease Control and Prevention) or FDA (Food and DrugAdministration), which can be a little annoying for the non-
USA reader.
The usefulness of a book in dealing with day-to-day
clinical questions and issues is a good test, and it passed
this test well. A specific question about varicella exposure
of a susceptible woman in early pregnancy prompted
review of the relevant chapter, which provided a useful
summary on the issues. A 2-month infant with miliary
tuberculosis helpfully summarized the differences between
congenital and postnatally acquired infection. The CMV
chapter reminded me that congenital infection can cer-
tainly occur after non-primary maternal infection and the
herpes simplex virus (HSV) chapter helped with interpreting
HSV serology. However, both the HSV and CMV chapters had
little on the use and interpretation of PCR methods and this
may reflect somewhat old reference lists (the most recent
reference in both chapters was from 2001). In the case of
HSV, recent and relevant references are not included such
as one from 2003 that addresses the effect of serologic
status and cesarean delivery on transmission rates of HSV
(preliminary data from this study are actually mentioned in
the chapter). The group B streptococcus and other bacter-
ial chapters (Listeria, Neisseria) provide succinct summa-
ries. There is no chapter on neonatal tetanus and I would
have liked to see a little more on coagulase negative
staphylococci and the Gram-negative pathogens associated
with early and late onset neonatal sepsis. The toxoplasmo-
sis chapter nicely reviews the complexities of the different
serological methods for diagnosis.
The book may be criticized for avoiding the issues around
management of these infections; however, this is addressed
early on by indicating that other textbooks are available for
this purpose. This makes some sense particularly if the book
aims to be concise, although directing the reader to a
suitable reference on management issues would be helpful
as done in the toxoplasmosis chapter. In the syphilis chapter
however, the temptation has been too great and manage-
ment advice is actually given in some detail!
This book will prove a useful and concise resource for all
those with an interest in perinatal infection, trainees or
consultants alike, be they obstetricians, neonatologists or
pediatricians. In this changing field updates will be needed
but the reader can well use this as a starting point.
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